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third member of the Empire trinity., even when its separate
existence is suspected, as a sort of Cinderella. In earlier
days, when the Dominions were still Colonies, the Crown
Colonies and protectorates were distinctly the lesser fry,
a sort of caudal appendage, and even in recent years, their
relative unimportance in the Empire family has been sug-
gested by describing them as the Dependent Empire, as if
they constituted a group of poor relations. Yet the Colonial
Empire comprises some forty territories, large and small,
scattered across the globe, covering an area of more than two
million square miles and containing a population, white,
black, brown, and yellow, of about sixty-five million people,
or more than double that of all the Dominions (excluding
India) put together.
This is no mean heritage or trust, and the ultimate
responsibility for its good government and future welfare
rests with the British people. Let us now take it in detail.
Commencing in the West, we have first the British West
Indies, which are among our oldest and most loyal Colonies,
They consist of the following island groups in the Carib-
bean: Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, the Bahamas, Bar-
bados, and the Leeward and Windward Islands. On the
mainland of Central America is British Honduras, and on
the north coast of South America is British Guiana. These
together constitute the West Indian group of Colonies.
Bermuda, farther up the North American coast, is quite
separate from the West Indies, though sometimes associated
with them. Newfoundland, though known as our "oldest
Colony," is no part of the Colonial Empire. It is normally
self-governing and comes under the Dominions Office,
although its government was temporarily in commission.
Eventually, it may link up with the Dominion of Canada.
Crossing the Atlantic eastward and neglecting for a
moment scattered islands, we cotfie to the west coast of
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